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and when he returned to France, he took back with him a
favourable report on 'La Nouvelle Caledonie.'
Serious preparation for the annexation of the island was as
usual preceded by the dispatch of missionaries, and the story of
these latter in New Caledonia is a story of perfect co-operation
of the cross and the sword in furthering Imperial policy.
In 1848, Admiral de Petit-Thouars, Commander of the
French forces in the Pacific, stationed at the Marquesas
Islands, ordered the galley Bucephale to take Monsignor
Touarre, Bishop of Amata, the Peres Rougeyron and Viard,
and two lay brothers, and land them, at New Caledonia. The
Bishop of Ainata was from Auvergne—c a man of excessive
gentleness, boundless modesty and indomitable courage.'
(cLes Missionaires de France dans la Paeifique.3 Leon Fau-
vrat, 1895). Before he left France, the bishop had seen
the King Emperor, who—thinking no doubt only of the
thousands of heathen savages to be brought into the Christian
fold, and not dreaming of adding another island to his
Empire—blessed the enterprise and offered the missionaries
free passage on a French vessel, and protection until the
mission was established on the island.
'You will give,' wrote Admiral de Petit-Thouars to de
la Ferriere, the Captain of the Sucephale, 'all possible help
to Monsigneur to facilitate his mission in the midst of the
natives.. .Should your success with the chiefs be great
enough to lead them to recognition of the sovereignty of the
government of his Majesty the King of France, you will not
neglect to do so, nor to draw up a document embodying this
recognition, signed by you and the other missionaries. Only
in the case that the terms of the submission should be explicit,
shall you authorize the missionaries to hoist the French flag.'
At least one can admire the admirable frankness of all
parties in admitting to each other one of the purposes of
the visit. After a seven and a half months5 voyage, the
BucGphale dropped anchor in the Bay of Balade on December
19th, 1843. Contact was established between the Captain
of the boat and the Grand Chief of Balade, who gave the
missionaries a grant of land in exchange for a few axes and

